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MORE OIL AT JENNINGS. 


Two New Wells in the Louisiana Field 
Swell the Production to 37,000 Bar- 





rels a Day—Southern Pacific Cuts 
the Freight Rate on Train Load Lots) 


From Jennings to Beaumont to Less 
than 10 Cents a Barrel—Big Compa- 
nies Preparing to Take Advantage 
of iIt—Production in the Texas Dis- 
tricts Remains About the Same, but 
Shipments Show a Decrease. 


A further increase in production at 
Jennings has been the only important 
development in the Texas-Louisiana 
oi! fields during the past two weeks. 

On October 1 the Heywood Oil Com- 
pany brought in its No. 1 well at Jen- 
nings, and in sixty hours it had filled 
40,000 barrels of earthen storage. This 
would indicate that the well flowed at 
the rate of 16,000 barrels every twenty- 
four hours. At last accounts it was 
reported to be making 16,000 barrels 
a day President Tyrrell of the Hey- 
wood Company showed how confident 


he was that he would get a big well 


when he contracted to sell 125,000 bar- 
rels of oil at Jennings before the dril- 
lers had started to work on his No. 1 
well The Heywood Oil Company's 
No. 2 is about due to come in. 

Bass & Benckenstein brought in 


their No. 2 at Jennings on October 5. | 


It started off at about 7,000 barrels 
and is now reported to be making 5,000 
barrels. Salt water from a stratum 
above the oil sand is flowing out of 


| this well between the six and four inch | 


ipipes. This led to the report that it 


) was a salt water well. The Bass & 
| Benckenstein No. 1, which came in on 
September 8, is making 10,600 barrels 
la day. 

| The two Morse wells are making 
about 7,000 barrels, and the Producers- 
|Latreille No. 1 is doing about 2,200 
barrels. The Tierce well is making 
about 1,000 barrels. These figures in- 
i|dicate that the flowing wells in the 
| field are making upwards of 25,000 bar- 
'rels of oil a day. In addition the Crow 
ley Oil and Mineral Company is get- 
ting about 1,400 barrels daily from 
pumping wells, and the other pumpers 
in the field are probably making 600 
barrels. The total production: of the 
field therefore is not far from 37,000 
barrels a day. The Southern Texas 
pools are producing 33,000 barrels a 
day. The foregoing figures show a 
gross production in the Texas-Louisi- 
ana district of 70,000 barrels a day. 


Oil. 


The September movement of Texas | 
oil was not up to the August record. | 


Port Arthur shipped 556,915 barrels 
of crude and refined and Sabine 


shipped 299,573 barrels of crude and 
reduced crude, or a total of 866,488 | 
barrels from both ports. This is at the | 


rate of 28,883 barrels a day. Rail ship- 


ments were about 18,000 barrels a day 


or 540,000 barrels for the month. 
October is making a poorer showing 
than September in the movement of 


Texas oil. Up to the 10th the ship- 
ments from Port Arthur had amounted 
to only 207,127 barrels, or at the rate 
of 20,712 barrels a day. Sabine, up to 
the 10th, had shipped only 27,119 bar- 
rels, or at the rate of 2,711 barrels a 
day. It is probable that the movement 
during the remainder of the month will 
be heavier than it has been in the 
first two weeks, but the September 
record will hardly be equalled. Al- 


\though the movement last month was 


about 47.000 barrels a day and the nro- 
duction in Texas not above 35,500 bar- 
rels a day, it does not seem reasonable 
to expect much of an improvement in 
Texas prices, owing to the large stocks 
of oil that are accumulating at Jen- 
nings. Bass & Benckenstein have 
filled earthen tankage having an esti- 
mated capacity of 400,000 barrels, and 
have completed an additional 500,000 
barrels of ground storage. They are 


| working 125 teams on the construction 
‘of ground reservoirs. Other concerns 
Decrease Noted in Movement of Texas’ 


have ground storage with a total ca- 


‘pacity of 800,000 barrels of oil, part of 


which is full. More than 200,000 bar- 

rels of oil is in storage in steel tank- 

age. 

Railroad Makes Low Rate on Jennings 
Oil Shipped to Beaumont. 

A concession in freight rates, made 
hy the Southern Pacific railroad on 
train load lots of oil between Jennings 
and Gladys (Spindletop) has removed 
whatever prospect there might have 


been of the construction of a pipe line- 
from the Louisiana field to the Beau- 











TO LOUISIANA OIL CONSUMERS 





We have more spot oil than any other oil producers in Louisiana. 
ready to sell you all you need. 


BASS & BENCKENSTEIN, 


JENNINGS, LA: 


REFERENCE: Beaumont National Bank, Beaumont, Texas; First National Bank, Jennings, La. 


Telegraph or write us. P. O. Box 339, 


We are 
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mont district. The Guffey people have | cents, but sales are reported at 40 to | month, with very little, if any, change 


TT 


the right of way for such a line, but|41 cents, the latter figure being paid|in the Texas shipments. 


as it would be more than ninety miles by one of the pipe line companies. 


Santa Fe—From Beaumont, month 


in length and would have to be laid a| Big Wells at Sour Lake Are Diminish- | of September, 32 cars; October 1 to 13, 


part of the distance in swamps, its con- ing. 
struction had not come to be regarded 
as a probability unless the production north side are falling off. 
at Jennings greatly exceeded the pres- | Simms wells which started off at ! 
ent output. 





jinclusive, 16 cars. From Saratoga, 


At Sour Lake the big wells on the| month of September, 565 cars; Octo. 
The two/;ber 1 to 13, inclusive, 106 cars. This 


1,200 | reports indicates a considerable fall- 
barrels each, are now doing about 1,800 | ing off in Saratoga shipments this 


At the solicitation of a broker who | barrels combined. A well was reported | month. 


ships considerable oil from Texas and | 2 the Stephen Jackson property about 
Louisiana points, the Southern Pacific | 3-000 feet from the old development, 


. estigati pves i be only 
reduced the rate from 8 cents a hun-| ut investigation proves it to ; 


dred pounds to 3.12 cents a hundred |@ Showing of heavy oil. This well was | 





|RUMORS OF WAR IN THE TEXAS 
REFINED OIL TRADE. 


Extensive reports of an impending 


; : i : ‘ 300- | ; ‘ 
on oil for storage purposes in minimum | reported in the newspapers as a 300-| war in the refined oil trade in Texas 


train loads of twenty cars, maximum,|arrel producer. The field is making 


ss i have been published in the Houston pa- 
thirty cars. This makes the cost of/from 15,000 to 15,000 barrels. Prices | 


‘ sll oo - PS ad 
shipping a barrel of crude oil—reck- | Tange from 35 to 37 cents, and 37 and 


oned at 311 pounds—from Jennings to| 28 cents on contracts. The quotation 
Beaumont a fraction less than 10 cents. | 'S ©» cents. 


|pers. In one article it was state: that 
i the fight would be between the Wa- 
ters-Pierce and the Southwestern Com- 


This is much cheaper than any pipe| New Wells Expected in at Saratoga.| panies, and Mr. Gay of the Richard- 


. “eg ' 
line would transport it. Only the; The new Guffey well on the ic 
large companies, operating their own |"mgton farm at Saratoga took a spurt 

bs ° ; 


cars, will be able to take advantage /|!ast week and made 1,080 barrels in a 
of this concession. jday. Then it fell off to 300 barrels. 
Only Large Companies Can Handle |t '* Bow doing between 400 and 500 

Tithe Lhe Laie jas @ natural producer. The Guffey 


ome _.|Company expects to have two more} 
It is understood that the Hig¢gins Oil | 


S5 


? | wells in on the Herrington before the 
and Fuel Company, the Texas Com- 


: : jend of this week. The Prather-Craw- | 
pany, the Security Oil Company and/| 


BP eg \ford people have reached pay sand in 
possibly the Heywood Oil Company | 


ione of their wells at 1,100 feet. A 
will make shipments in train load lots. | 


very fine screen is used in the Sara-' 
Undoubtedly it will be to the interest | 


‘ay tofa wells to keep out the sand, which | 
of the refining companies to secure! 


: é iis like flour. 
Jennings oil, as refinery tests have! 


- ‘ ; jcent developments in the deeper sand 
shown it to be of 24.6 gravity, Baume,!. ,. : : . 
: agen indicate that it will be an expensive 
which is lighter oil than any found |». ; 
s ie ifield to operate in and only operators 
in the Southeast Texas districts, ex- | 


: |who know how 
cepting Batson. Texas producers are} 


., | Sand need expect to make it pay. Sara- 
not pleased at the concession, as it 


toga production is put at 2.500 barrels 
prevents an advance, to any great ex- 


f : , aday. Oil is quoted at 35 cents, with 
tent, in the Texas quotations. Jen-| 10 sales above that toe ‘ 

: : . : > gure except o 
nings oil, sold on the field at 25 cents i ot 


i : = jlong term contracts. 
ean be piped to the railroad for 5 to 


10 cents and transported to Beaumont | 84tson Credited With 12,000 Barrels a 
for an additional 10 cents. Beaumont | Day. 
oil has been selling in the last week | 


At Batson things have reached a 
at 40 to 41 cents. 


it may go to 45,|point where a well that will make 150 
but if the Jennings production remains | barrels is considered above the aver- 
at 35,000 barrels there is little chance | 2ge. 


The field is credited with 12,000 
for any improvement. 


The majority | barrels a day. The quoted price is 33 
of the large producers at Jennings are| cents with some sales at 33% cents. 
asking 40 cents a barrel on cars. Shipments of Oil by Rail. 
Summary of the Situation in Texas Railroad shipments are reported as 
Districts. | follows: 
The situation in the Texas districts 


The estimate of 4,000 barrels a day} ber 1 to 11, inclusive, 512 cars. From 


for Spindietop, as published in these | Gladys, month of September, 151 cars: 
columns two weeks ago, was probably | October 1 to 11, inclusive, 61 cars. 
600 barrels under the actual figures. | From Beaumont, month of September, 
The runs of the various companies are 22 cars; October, none. From Egan 
computed as follows: J. M. Guffey | (Jennings oil), month of September, 
Petroleum Company, 1,700 barrels: 117 cars; October 1 to 10, inciusive, 4 


Sun Company, 1,500 barrels; National|cars. From Jennings, month of Sep- 
Oil and Pipe Line Company, 500 bar- 


reis; Heywood Oil Company, 450 bar- 
rels; Higgins Oil and Fuel Company, 
350 barrels. Total, 4,500 barrels. The 
quoted price for Spindletop oil is 35 


” 


inclusive, 179 cars. No report from 
Mermentau. These reports indicate 
an increase of shipments from the Jen- 
nings district during the present 





Past experience and re-| 


to handle the loose | 


Southern Pacific—From Sour Lake, | 
remains abort as it was last month.|™onth of September, 1,541 cars; Octo- 


tember, 357 cars; October 1 to 11, | 


| son-Gay Company of Corsicana was 
| quoted as saying that the fight would 


| be on all the smaller concerns engaged 
; 
|in marketing refined oil. 


The Waters-Pierce Company dis 
}tributes a large amount of Texas re 
‘fined oil, the gasoline coming from 
jthe refinery at Corsicana and the kero- 
‘sene from the Security Oi! Company's 
plant in South Beaumont, where South- 
‘east Texas crude is refined. 

| The Southwestern Oil Company has 
\its own refinery at Houston, where it 
‘manufactures its various products from 
Corsicana crude. Following the re 
‘ceivership proceedings against the 


Houston Oi] Company and the Kirby 
|Lumber Company it developed that 
United States Senator Joseph W. Bai- 
ley holds the majority of stock of the 
Southwestern Oil Company as collat 
erral. 

Looking at the matter from the sec 
ond story of an office building in Beau- 
mont it does not seem probable that 
the Waters-Pierce and the Southwest- 
ern will engage in a real fight. It 
appears more likely that the fight, if 
there is one, will be on the Gulf Re 
fining Company, which is an out and 
‘out independent concern, with refin- 
eries at Port Arthur, where it handles 
| more oil than all the other refineries 
in Texas put together. Recently the 
Gulf Company has gone into the Texas 
refined markets and a part of its plan 
has been the establishing of distribut- 
ing stations in West Texas, North 
Texas and at Houston, in the south- 
eastern part of the State. If such 4 
fight develops it will be fought with 
the products of the Texas re 
|fineries—the Gulf Company on one 


side and the products of the Security 
| Refinery, handled by the Waters-Pierce 
Company, on the other side, with the 
| Southwestern possibly mixing in the 
thing to some extent. 
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OLIPHANT’S REPORT ON THE 
TEXAS-LOUVISIANA OIL DIS- 
TRICTS FOR 1903. 
Advance sheets of F. H. Oliphant’s 
report on the production of petroleum 
in the year 1903 contain interesting 
data concerning the Texas-Louisiana 
district. Most of the information re- 
lating to this territory compiled by 
Mr. Oliphant for the United States 
Geological Survey has. been published 
in the Oil Investors Journal from time 
to time, but in its condensed and 
classified form it is exceedingly valu- 
able for reference, hence we give 
space to it. Mr. Oliphant estimates 
the total production of all the South- 
east Texas pools, up to the close of the 
year 1903, at 40,000,000 barrels, gross. 
This has already been increased by 
from 12,000,000 to 13,000,000 barrels, 
principally through the production of 
the Batson pool which had not been 
developed beyond the first tests at the 

close of the year 1903. 

The Louisiana pools are given brief 
mention in Mr..Oliphant’s report. Re- 
cent developments at Jennings and 
Anse la Butte indicate that the re 
port for the present year will contain 
a much more extended description of 
these Louisiana pools. Since August 
4 Jennings has developed some very 
large wells and in the last two weeks 
the production there has run from 
35,000 to 40,000 barrels a day—which 
is more than all the pools of pouth- 
east Texas are now doing. Anse la 
Butte will be heard from later. A 
well with capacity of 100 barrels a 
day has been brought in there, and 








further drilling will doubtless define | 
oil fields, not including Corsicana, 209 
miles of six-inch pipe line, twenty- 


the main pool and result in some large 
wells. 

Following is Mr. Oliphant’s report 
in so far as it deals with Texas and 
Louisiana: 


The Texas Fields. 

The close of the year 1993 about 
completes the third year of the dis- 
covery of the remarkable deposit of 
petroleum at Spindletop by tre large 


Since then within a radius of thirty 
miles from Spindletop there has been 
produced, including loss by fire and 


fuel consumption, not less than 40,000,-| 


000 barrels of crude petroieum. A 
large quantity has also been absorbed 
by earthen reservoirs. 

Since 1896 there has been a consid- 
erable production of a remarkably 
pure crude petroleum at Corsicana, 
amounting to 401,817 barrels in 1903, 
but the wells are small, and there has 
been a gradual decline since its maxi- 
mum of 829,560 barrels of production 
was reached in 1900. The oil has been 
refined in that locality. 

The rapid development of the Sour 
Lake pool, the increased production 
at Saratoga, the decline in the pro- 
duction of the original pool at Spindle 
top, and the opening of an entirely 
new pool, known as Batson’s Prairie, 
hear the close of 1903, are among the 


important events in the industry of 
this State during the past year. 

The chief market for the crude 
petroleum produced in this portion of 
the State is in its use as fuel. The 
sreater portion was transported by 
water from Port Arthur and Sabine 
Pass, and another very considerable 
portion was distributed by railways in 
tank cars to points of consumption. 
A considerable quantity of refined pro- 
ducts and residuum was also shipped 
to coastwise and foreign ports. The 
entire production of the State in 1903 
was 17,955,572 barrels, a decline of 
only 128,086 barrels, as compared with 
that of 1902. On the other hand, the 
value of the production in 1903 was 
$7,517,479, as compared with $3,998,097 
in 1902, a gain of $3,519,382. In 1903 
Texas ranked third in quantity of pro- 
duction, being credited with 17.87 per 
cent of the total and fifth in value, be- 
ing credited with 7.93 per cent of the 
total value of the domestic output. 

The actual quantity of all the petro- 
leum brought to the surface in the 
Spindletop, Sour Lake, Saratoga and 
Batson pools in 1903 is estimated to 
be close to 19,000,000 barrels. If to 
this 500,000 barrels produced in Cor- 
sicana be added, the grand total for 
Texas production in 1903 is 19,500,000 
barrels in round numbers, made up as 
follows: 


Barrels. 


Shipped by water........... 8,000,339 
ee DW P00 okies sc cs, 6,096,207 
Shipped to storage tanks.... 3,352,518 


Estimated loss by fire and 
seepage, and used for fuel. 1,550,936 


Total production at Spindle 

Top, Sour Lake, Saratoga 
oe Bites ies ics 19,000,000 

Production at Corsicana and 
POON has Hi ei Cade ees 2 
Total production in Texas in 
ROU ads vb00ss oss ci ska 19,500,000 
There are at present completed and 
in operation in the Southeastern Texas 


three miles of eight-inch line and 


jtwenty miles of four-inch line—a total 


jof 252 miles, exclusive of loops and 


|connections, short lines to Beaumont 


from Spindletop, and lines from the 


ifields to the loading racks on the rail- 


'road lines. 


Adding these several con- 


;nections, there is a grand total of 


- flowing well drilled by Captain Lucas. | 





over 300 miles, representing an invest- 
ment of approximately $2,000,000. 

At the close of the year there were 
in the Southeastern Texas fields, not 
including Corsicana, 19,226,800 barrels 
of tankage. This was divided as fol- 
lows:—Steel tankage, 5,568,000  bar- 
rels; wooden tankage, 736,800 barrels; 
earthen tankage, 12,922,000 barrels. At 
the same time, by conservative esti- 
mate, there were distributed over the 
State, for the purpose of storing oil 
for use of railroads, factories, etc., 
something over 2,000,000 barrels in 
steel and wooden tankage. In addition 
to this storage equipment there were 
in operation on the railroads in Texas 
during the year over 1,500 tank cars, 
varying in capacity from the 300- 
barrel car of the Southern Pacific sys- 
tem to the 150-barrel and 160-barrel 
ear of the private lines and distribut- 
ing agents. These cars carried during 
the year about one-third of the total 
production of the fields to points in 
this State and Louisiana. Very little 


oi] was shipped by rail elsewhere than 
to these two States. A considerable 
part of the oil so shipped was for the 
use of the railroad companies them- 
selves as fuel for oil-burning locomo- 
tives, one company having since 1901 
equipped 212 locomotives with oil 
burners and tank tenders. 

Since the discovery of the Spindle- 
top field there have been drilled in 
that and other fields in Texas over 
i,zu0 wells. This does not include the 
many unproduticve wells drilled out- 
side the limits of the proven fields and 
in other parts of the State in search 
of new fields. Of the total number of 
wells drilled in these fields a number 
not exceeding 300 were in operation at 
the end of the year. The remaining 
900 and more were inoperative from 
these principal causes:—1. Many were 
lost in the early development period 
through faulty drilling. 2. Many which 
at first were good producers eventually 
ceased to produce and were abandon- 
ed. 3. Many others had to be abandon- 
ed on account of salt water waich 
made its appearance either during the 
drilling operations or after a few 
weeks of good oi! production. 


Spindletop Pool.—The original Spin- 
dletop or Beaumont pool produced only 
one-half the quantity of petroleum in 
1903 that it did in 1902. A very large 
portion of this quantity was secured 
by the slow method of pumping. Dur- 
ing May an extension of the original 
lenticular pool containing less than 200 
acres was secured to the northwest, 
a distance of about 1,000 feet, by the 
finding of a well which at first pro- 
duced 5,000 barrels per day. However, 
this extension must have been very 
narrow, as only a few wells drilled in 
this new outlet proved of any value 
whatever, and the first well soon be 
came choked with loose hand and was 
abandoned. In January of 1903 the 
entire production of this field was only 
about 25,000 barrels per day; during 
February it was increased to about 
40,000 barrels per day from 110 weus 
in operation; but from this production 
were was a grauual decline, and at the 
close of the year the quantity was re- 
duced to about 13,000 barrels per day. 

According to all the most reliable 
sources of information that were avail- 
able, the production of the Beaumont 
or Spindletop pool during 1903 was 
8,600,905 barrels, as compared with 
17,420,949 barrels in 1902. Besides, 
the several immense loading racks 
where the petroleum is loaded into 
tank cars connected to the wells by 
pipe lines, there are two six-inch lines 
connecting Spindletop with Port Ar- 
thur, operated by the Guffey Petro- 
leum Company, one six-inch line oper- 
ated by the National Oil and Pipe Line 
Company, and another six-inch line 
operated by the Texas Company; there 
is also one six-inch line connecting 
Spindletop with Sabine Pass, operated 
by the Lone Star and Crescent Com- 
pany, and another six-inch line oper- 
ated by the Security Oil Company. 

Sour Lake.—This field was partly 
developed during 1902, and is located 
in Hardin county, twenty-five miles 
northwest of Spindletop. During 1903 
the area of productive territory was 
shown to be about 250 acres, and up 
to the close of 1903 about 450 wells 
had been completed, of which only 
150 were productive. In their early 
life a number of these wells producc! 





over 20,000 barrels per day. Duriag 
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the first two months of the year only 
six or seven wells were producing less 
than 1,000 barrels per day. Some ot 
the original gushers opened during 
1902 were abandoned early in 1903. 

In May the real development of the 
Sour Lake pool began, and by the 
close of June 144 wells had been com- 
pleted since the first of the year, the 
number of producing wells being 
twenty-eight. An area extending 3,800 
feet north and south and 2,500 feet 
east and west had been proven to be 
profitable territory. On August : 
there were 75 producing wells; many 
others had been lost in drilling or 
abandoned as dry holes. The produc- 
tion at this time was estimated to be 
close to 100,000 barrels per day, which 
was far beyond the facilities for stor- 
ing and transporting the output. 

By the close of 1903 there were four 
six-inch lines and one eight-inch line 
leading to Beaumont, a number of 
lines leading to the loading racks at 
the railroad, one six-inch line to Sara- 
toga, ten miles distant, and one four- 
inch line to Raywood station, on the 
Southern Pacific Railroad. 

The greatest production in this field 
was in August and September when it 
averaged from 50,000 to 60,000 barrels 
per day, while that for December was 
between 18,000 and 20,000 barrels per 
day, the decline being due to the fall- 
ing off of the known areas of produc- 
tion. On what is known as the "“Shoe- 
string tract, so-called on account of 
the land being divided up into long, 
narrow strips, many wells were drilled 
within a few feet of each other until 
150 had been completed. Many of 
these wells were originally good pro- 
ducers, but the closeness of the holes 
soon depleted the reservoir, which 





caused the abandonment of one-half, | 


and left but seventy-five productive 


wells at the close of the year. In the. 


southeastern portion of the field on 
the Davis tract over 100 wells were 
drilled during the year, not half of 
which were productive. 


The early development of the Sour 
Lake field dates back to 1893, when 
the surface near where these first 
depth of from 260 to 370 feet. Three 
of these wells produced a limited quan- 
tity of very dark and heavy petroleum 
of about 16 deg. Baume. There was 
also some natural residuum found on 
the surface near wehre these first 
wells were drilled. A second sand is 
found at an average depth of 750 feet. 
Some of the wells on this horizon 


latter place, but it is slightly heavier 
in specific gravity. The prices flue- 
tuated considerably in 1903, the high- 
est quotation being 60 cents per barrel 
in May. the lowest being 15 cents in 
August, ana the average for the year 
being 30 1-2 cents per barrel. 

There was little regularity in the 
production of wells in close proximity ; 





a few made notable records by their 
temporarily large output. The Sharp | 
well produced 325,000 barrels in twen- 
ty days, valued at $50,000. Gilbert 
No. 1 produced enough petroleum in 
thirty days to bring $125,000. These 
were exceptional wells, however, and 
at the close of the year there were no 
flowing wells, all the production being 
secured by pumping. 

Considerable difficulty was experi- 
enced in the winter months in freeing 
the heavy petroleum produced from 
water, as the pipe lines insist that 
only a small percentage of the latter 
must be delivered to them. To get rid 
of the water it was necessary to heat 
the petroleum in settling tanks. This 
was expensive and caused delay in 
transportation. The tankage in the 
Sour Lake district at the close of 
1903 amounted to 3,155,000 barrels, 
distributed as follows:—lIron tankage, 
1,555,000 barrels; wooden tankage, 
200,000 barrels; earthen  tankage, 
1,400,000 barrels. 

The most disastrous fire of the year 
in this field broke out on August 24, 
and destroyed several derricks and a 
large amount of equipment. However, 
only about 1,500 barrels of oil were 
consumed. A very serious effect of 
tne fire was that, when the wells were 
repaired, they refused to flow upon 
being reopened, and many of them 
were abandoned. 

Saratoga District—This pool is 
located ten miles northwest of Sour 
Lake and thirty-five miles from Spin- 
dietop. The area so far developed 
contains about 150 acres, upon which 
there are five wells pumping 2,225 
barrels per day. The production for 
this year is estimated to be close to 
150,000 barrels, gravity 18 deg. Baume. 

Operations in this field began a num- 
ber of years ago, when a spring-pole 
rig drilled to the depth of 100 feet and 
found a heavy, black petroleum, ac- 
companied with some natural gas. 


,Some years afterward a shallow well 


drilled to the depth of 250 feet pro- 
duced considerable petroleum. Not 
until after ..e remarkable develop- 


pro-|ment at Spindletop were deeper wells 
duced as much as 1,000 barrels per |drilled, which resulted in developing 


day. The third and fourth sands or|a pool. 
pays are encountered at from 850 to/to 1 


1,050 feet, respectively. The 


Hooks well No. 1 was drilled 
00 feet, when it flowed naturally 


last-|and produced at first about 500 bar- 
named horizons were by far the 


productive, and many of them 


more |rels per day. 


On May 1 Teel No. 1 


pro-| well was drilled in and flowed at the 
duced as much as from 10,000 to 


20,- | 


000 barrels per day when first opened 
up. One remarkable condition was 
developed especially in this field—the 
sand being found to be quite uniform 
in depth, but often locally irregular in- 
side of short distances. In a number 
of instances, where wells were only 
a few feet apart, one well found a 
prolific pay streak, but the other failed 
to find any, although drilled many feet 
below the depth of the paying well. 
The production of this district in 
1293 is placed at about 8,700,000 bar- 
rels, which is slightly more than the 
production at Spindletop for the same 
time. The quality of the petroleum is 
quite similar to that produced at the 





rate of 500 barrels per day. In June 
the Rio Bravo Oil Company (Southern 
Pacific Railroad Company) drilled in 
a well-near Hooks No. 1 well, which 
Started off at 500 barrels per day. Dur- 
ing the year three iron tanks, having 
a capacity of 130,000 barrels were com- 
pleted, also wooden tankage to hold 
4,000 barrels were completed. 

Several large pockets of gas were 
encountered at a depth of 500 feet by a 
number of the wells, which for a time 
blew out in considerable quantity, ac- 
ee by more or less sand and 
mud. 

Batson Prairie District.—On the last 
day of October, 1903, a flowing well 











was drilled in at the second entirely 





new field in Southeastern Texas, Bat- 
son Prairie, Hardin County, eight 
miles west of Saratoga and fifteen 
miles west of Sour Lake. Previous to 
this discovery a well was drilled in 
this locality by the Libby Oil Com- 
pany, in the fall of 1901, which, at a 
uepta of about 1,000 feet, encountered 
a small showing of petroleum followed 
by a large flow of hot salt water, when 
the well was abandoned without 
turther test. This well is about three 


imiles from that of the Paraffine Oil 


Company ,which at 790 feet in depth 
found a big flow of petroleum. Dril- 
ing was continued through about 
thirty-five feet of oil strata, and the 
tlow was natural. 

The petroleum found in this field is 
different in character and gravity from 
that of Sour Lake and Spindletop, 
having a gravity of between 25 1-2 
and 24 Baume. Just after the close of 
1903, the Riley well, south of the 
Paraffine Company's well, found oi] at 
a depth of about 1,150 feet, which 
flowed at the rate of 18,000 barrels 
per day. Previous to this a second 
well on the Paraffine Oil Company's 
property on the 19th day of December 
nad a blow-out of mud and sand, which 
filled up the casing. After cleansing 
the hoie of mud and water, a solid 
stream of petroleum began to flow to 
the top of the derrick, which was con- 
trolled with difficulty. When opened, 
this well produced 4,500 barrels per 
day. ‘the petroleum produced by this 
well has a gravity of 29.9, the high 
est of any petroleum produced in 
Southeastern Texas. On December 24, 
well No. 3 of the Paraffine Oil Com 
pany, pierced the oil pay, which. like 
that found on Spindletop, developed 
some salt water. When this was bailed 
off, it started to flow at the rate of 
15,000 barrels per day. By the close 
of the year twenty-eight rigs had been 
built, and operations were increasing 
daily. Only 4,500 barrels are reported 
as sold in this district during 1905, at 
25 cents per barrel. 

The other districts and localities in 
Texas producing more or less petro 
ileum, as well as the physical and 
chemical character of the petroleum 
produced in the State are fully dis 
cussed in the report of 1902, and, a5 
the conditions are practically un 
changed, the discussion is not re 
peated. 


Corsicana District.—This pool is 
located at Corsicana, Navarro county, 
200 miles northwest of Beaumont. 
Since 1897 it has had an average 4n- 
nual production of over 500,000 bar- 
rels of a superior crude petroleum 
very different from that found else 
where in the State. The outpuut has 
decreased about 47 per cent since 
1901, and fewer wells have been 
drilled. The greater portion of the 
petroleum comes from a depth of 
1,010 to 1,040 feet in a loose-grained 
quartz sand, in which feraminifera or 
microscopic fossils are found. This 
bed of sand ranges from fifteen to 
thirty feet in thickness, and is capped 
by an almost continuous deposit of 
Ponderosa clay and marl. There are 
a few limestone concretions found 
near the surface. The original wells 
produced from ten to thirty barrels 
per day when first opened up, and they 
are now producing about one-half of 
that amount. 

The area of the original field, 45 
now developed, begins just southeast 
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SHIPMENTS OF OIL FROM PORT ARTHUR 
DATE | RIG NAME OF VESSEL LOADED BY CONSIGNEE DESTINATION GRADE Qaan sity in 
rreis 
= S. S. |Atl ff 
8. S. eee ackew kane Guffey Pipe Line ... Sterling & Co....|.New York....... 2. rrr: & 
on 8. S. ce Texas Co Lemee ahi bibs ee ee ze re Sen “ida Bios. 1000 
1 |Barge|No. 95 .............. ating Standard Oil Co..|Brooklyn, Ny....|Crude.........|.... 48.000 
3 18.8. Spondius. . ja cenaiiad Gulf Ref.Co ....... For Orders ...... Sour, toe. Kerosene...... 72,902 
3 Barge Clarke's No. 3. Nat. Oil & P. L. Co.'R. P. Clark & Co,'Galveston........ AMIS 5 4% «de able acd 8,983 
6 |S. S. |Pectan ............. Gulf Ref. 3 Ree For Orders. ...... Dover, Eeg ...... Reduced ...... 48,829 
6 |S. 8. : : e a #8 0 REE, Boe 19,390 
10 iBarge/Clark’s No.3 ....... . < Gulf Ref. Co. ....'\Galveston........ EERO FE 9,024 
TES Gia Ss oa BES ak ca 0a 0s Gnw Cb RLY ETE EES in bheR Oe. DECKER 220,168 
Se ae Ors Pe eee eg ry PCE Maeno, ate ere ae. 556,915 
og coe eis. vane neg 6 LAD CRETE pn 6 cede 207.127 
ee ee ee Ok FO iss chi SES ok ke ide i Atk eee 5,910,704 
SHIPMENTS OF c IL FROM SABINE 
j i 

DATE RIG | NAME OF VESSEL LOADED BY | CONSIGNEE | DESTINATION GRADE ‘Quantity in 

ge ee | | 
P S. 8. ( 3 Security 3. 9} RSC ‘For Orders....... Philadelphia, py Re | Re nee 23,714 
1 |S. 8. |Northtown......... Security Oil Co ...../Standard Oil Co..|New York ....... Crude......... oo. 22,619 
7 ‘Barge Spindletop.......... Higgins Co ......... ‘Sugar Plantation! Miss. River ...... RMD Cbs +0 08s i... 4600 
IN ne Se abe cus ex’ ms Sh ae BREEN WA coca. a Seen caeeeee 833 
IE Si a bess cde's usncc tans vewnbeceiheciecssikatuaecueeoes 299.573 
UN ok vn pc cba vdnconheds suds oucek@adak dia Gaekieiienn aul 27,119 
Pn Wie ee I OR, Fon io nok eon nhc RRMKe ce cneds dake si ¢ view da neeios 2,524,409 








of Corsicana, near the old reservoir, | in process of drilling has reached alhave long ago passed the experimental 


and extends in a general northern di- 
rection, taking in a large portion of 
the town and extending almost north 
for four miles, with an average width 
of one mile, the western boundary be- 
ing very close to the line of the South- 
ern Pacific Railroad. This field is fully 
equipped with all the modern appli- 
ances, including gas engines in some 
instances, for producing petroleum in 
an economical manner. 

During the early part of 1901 a field 
of heavy petroleum was developed five 
miles due east of Corsicana, and also 
at Powell, three miles further east, 
on the St. Louis, Arkansas & Texas 
Railroad. Some of these wells that 
produced over 100 barrels per day 
when first opened are now producing 
only from 3 to 8 barrels per day. 

The production in 1903 showed a 
considerable decline in the production 
of the lighter grade and a consider- 
able increase in the heavier grade pro- 
duced near Powell station. 


Bexar County District.—Only a small | 


quantity of heavy petroleum was pro- 
duced in this pool in 1903. It came 
from wells 600 to 800 feet in depth 
near San Antonio and supplied a small 
local demand. 

Nacogdoches County District.—Nu- 
merous shallow wells were drilled 
prior to 1895 near Oil Springs, in 
Nacogdoches County, some twelve 
miles southeast of the town of Nacog- 
doches, There has been a considerable 
outlay in drilling wells, establishing 
receiving tanks and building a pipe 
line, all of which has been practically 
abandoned. Only a very limited quan- 
tity supplying a local demand is now 
marketed. 

Colfax County.—Indications of petro- 
leum are found in the vicinity of Raton 
and a well is being drilled. Three 
wells have been drilled to the south 
of the Raton and Chico Rico Mesas. 
Two were lost by caving, one reach- 
ing a depth of 2,640 feet. A third hole 


depth of over 1,700 feet. Some petro- 
leum and natural gas have been found. 
since the first of the present year. 
lain with drab-colored shales belong- 
ing to the Montana and Colorado 
Cretaceous groups. The sands which 
should carry the petroleum are deeply 
buried. Dikes of basalt where exposed 
to the surface are in localities impreg- 
nated with a dark-green petroleum 
Natural gas has been encountered in 
digging wells. Surface indications of 
petroleum are also found six miles 
southeast of Springer. In San Juan 
county there are numerous surface in- 
dications of petroleum, and several 
wells have been started, but as yet 
nothing has been developed in the 
way of a producing well. 

McKinley County.—In the western 
|portion of this county there are sur- 
face indications of petroleum, and a 
well is drilling at Manuelito, but with- 
out } ractical results so far as tested. 

Tue statistics embodied in the fore- 
going cover only the development. of 
the Texas industry up to January 1, 
1904. Reference to the Oil Investors 
Journal of September 15 will show 
that in several branches the industry 
has grown to a remarkable extent 
since the first of the present year. 
For instance the pipe line. mileage, 
including only main gathering and dis- | 
tributing systems, has been increased | 
from 252 miles to 444 1-2 miles, and/| 
there has been a large increase in the 
capacity of storage in the Texaxs dis- 
tricts. 

The Louisiana Fields. 

The petroleum thus far produced in 
this State has been from wells in beds 
of loose sand saturated with petro- 
leum. More or less difficulty has at- 
tended their successful operation. The 
developments at Jennings and Welsh 











stage, and have become regularly pro- 
ductive areas. Jennings is located 90 
miles east of Beaumont, Texas, and 
190 miles west of New Orleans. Welsh 
is some twelve miles farther west of 
Jennings. 


The first well was opened in August, 
1901, and tapped a loose bed of sand 
at 1,822 feet, which flowed, spas- 
modically, large quantities of sand and 
petroleum, accompanied with some 
natural gas. During the past year a 
number of producing wells have been 
added in both of these fields, accom- 
panied by a number of dry holes. Some 
petroleum has also been developed in 
a well at Breaux Bridge (Anse la 
Butte). The serious difficulty in most 
of the wells is to control the loose 
sand saturated with petroleum, which 
is often forced into the casing by gas 
pressure and shuts off the flow. No 
solid material is encountered in drill- 
ing. The formation consists of a 
series of clay, sand and “gumbo.” 

There was an output of 917,771 bar- 
reis in 1903, an increase of 369,145 
barrels, or 67.29 per cent, as compared 
with 1902. The petroleum produced at 
Jennings is siightly lighter in gravity 
than that produced at Beaumont and 
earries less sulphur. It finds a mar- 
ket chiefly for fuel purposes, its value 
being about 19,840 B. T. U. More or 
less petroleum and natural gas have 
been developed at Calcasieu, Lake 
Charles, Crowley, Lafayette and Sul- 
phur. 


It is only fair to the Louisiana indus- 
try to add that since the above report 
was compiled methods of controlling 
the loose sand in the Louisiana wells 
have been devised and put into prac- 
tical operation with good success. 





Matagorda is reported to be making 
1,300 barrels of oil a day. 
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JOAQUIN MILLER, POET, HAS A 
MILLION IN HIS MIND. 


From poet to millionaire is the posi- 
tion in which Joaquin Miler, “Poet of 
the Sierras,” finds himself, but it is 
because of oil, not poetry. The poet 
is now wondering what he will do with 
his newly acquired wealth. Informa- 
tion of his fortune has reached Mr. 
Miller within the last few days at his 
home on the heights back of Oakland. 

“IT have been informed,” said Mr. 
Miller, “that oil has been found in and 
around the land that I have held in 
Texas for so many years and | am 
supposed to be worth a great deal of 
money. This is what they tell me from 
the place where the land is located. 
There are Texas gushers all around 
there, and a Texas gusher, I believe, 


A 


lion did not materialize. You say that 
you are wondering what you will do 
with so much money—why not write a 
poem about it while you have it in 
your mind? You may never have it) 


seit 


knows them? When it is common 
knowledge that a field is not making 
over 12,000 barrels a day, and wher 
it is also common knowledge that other 
fields in the same belt are making 


any other place, and so long as it from 15,000 to 35,000 barrels a day, 


keep the digitigrade carnivorous ca- | 
nine quadruped from your front door, | 
why not put your feelings into verse? 
Something on, “Lines to Myseif on 
Almost Becoming a Millionaire,” or 
“How Shall I Burn My Money When 
Matches Are so Dear?” or “The First 
Throbs of Wealth.” 

To tell the truth, Joaquin, we) 
haven't a word about those 
Texas gushers that are gushing all 
around your land, and it may be that| 
some imaginative newspaper corre-— 
spondent has started you to counting 
your money in advance without the 
slightest provocation. Don't give up 
the “little place on the top of the Oak- | 
land hills” until you hear from us. We_ 
shall be mighty glad to give it to you’ 
straight if it’s all true, and then you) 


heard 


needn't write any more poems—and 
that will be easier on you and on us 


and on everybody. 





ANOTHER INSTANCE OF “THE 
GREATEST FIELD IN THE 
WORLD.” 


The oil fields of Batson are the larg- | 
est and greatest in the werld. There | 
is no doubting about this. The field | 
covers more territory than any yet | 
discovered. Oil men of reputation | 
also believe that the best portion of, 





spouts wealth in the shape of the oil 
of commerce. 

“But while | am now on the borders | 
of millionairedom, I find that whatever | 
gratification I may feel is tempered | 


with the regret of a writer and a Cali- jing?—Batson Oil World. 


fornian—the first that it was made | 
through sources other than my pen, 
and the second that it was made in| 
the oil of trade from a level plain in-| 


stead of through the gold of my be-|editor of the World know that Sour|2"4 have the laugh on you. 


loved California hills. 

“It is not often that a poet steps 
from the most ordinary of circum- 
stances to wealth, and I am wonder- 
ing what I will do with so much money. 
I shall use it for my fellow man and 
for my friends who occasionally come 
to me at my little place on the top 
of the Oakland hills."—Daily News- 
paper. 


Tut! Tut! Joaquin, don’t spend that 


i 
i 





million before you get it, 


Texas oil only to discover that the | 
gusher failed to perform as scheduled. 
Better keep on writing poetry until 
you get a certified check for that for- 
tune you think you have made in oil. 
And, for godness sake, don’t have any 
regrets—in advance. If you do, you 
may have to recall them, and it is 
just possible that the only regret you 





will experience will be that the mil- 


the field is yet undeveloped. If this | 


for some time to come. That being | 
the case, wouldn't the territory tribu- | 
tary to the field be fine for truck grow- 


i 
| 
| 


What's the use of printing such | 
stuff as the foregoing, from the Batson | 
Oil World of October 8? Doesn't the! 
Lake is making from 2,000 to 4,000 
barrels of oil more per day than Bat- 
son? Doesn't he know that for the 


greatest 


must be so many poems a month to| what excuse can the editor of a news- 


paper offer for making the positive 
statement that the 12,000-barrel field 
is “the largest and greatest in the 
world?” And this is only considering 


the matter from a local standpoint. 


When the whole world is included it 
makes out a bad case of ignorance 


against the man who writes such rot. 


California and Ohio both rank ahead 
of Texas in production of oil. The 
Kern river district in California has 
been producing more oil than any sin- 
gle district in Texas. Any one of sev- 
eral pools in the Russian fields can 
show up greater production than Bat- 
son. 

There is no intention to detract from 
the greatness of Batson, but the fel- 
low who writes stuff and then puts it 
into print must not allow himself more 
than a reasonable latitude outside the 
zone of facts. Batson has been a phe 


nomenon in many respects, but there 


is every reason to believe that its phe 
nomenal days are past. 

Spindletop, in its prime, was the 
of all American pools ‘hat 
have been developed in recent years, 
but even its greatness was exaggeral- 
ed. Doubtless if another Spindietop 
should be developed there would be 
willing writers ready and anxious to 
magnify its good points. 

It should be borne in mind by the 


‘ | ore > > , 22a “4 . ‘ws 
|be true, Batson will be on the map|sentlemen who essay to report ne 


of the oil fields that what their readers 


want is a dispassionate presentation of 


cold facts. Personal opinions and ran- 
dom assertions will do very well in 


conversation, but never write them 
down where people may read them 
It will 


prove more profitable in every instance 
to print the facts, thus allowing the 
reader the privilege of forming his 


past two weeks the Jennings field has |O¥® Opinion. 


been making from 30,000 to 38,000 
barrels of oil a day? And that means 
from 18,000 to 26,000 barrels more per 


day than Batson is doing. In the 








TEXAS CRUDE OIL MARKET. 


Beaumont, quoted at 35 cents, cur 
rent sales at 40 to 41 cents; Sour Lake, 


early months of the present year Bat-|quoted at 35 cents, current sales at 


Many &|/son was probably the most productive | 35 to 37 
person has thought himself rich in| 


pool of its area in the world, but the | 
average for the month of September 
Was not more than 13,000 barrels a 
day, and during October it will not 
run above 12,000 barrels a day. 
oil news in Texas newspapers is uni- 
versally discredited, and not without 
reason. “What confidence has an oil 
operator in the reports published in a 
newspaper which makes assertions in 
direct conflict with the faets as he 








cents, contracts 37 to 38 cents, 
Saratoga, quoted at 35 cents, long 


term contracts 40 cents; Batson, quot- 
ed at 33 cents, current sales at 33 to 
35 cents; 
The | heavy, 50 cents. 


Corsicana, light, 85 cents, 





LOUISIANA CRUDE OIL MARKET. 
Jennings, 22% to 35 cents on the 


field, contracts, 38 to 50 cents on board 
cars. 


Welsh, 50 cents on ‘the field. 
Anse la Butte, 60 cents. 


ae eo 
cpa oso ee 
















Rs 
& 
ze 





CSAS: ORI 





g 
& 





OIL INVESTORS’ JOURNAL 








A BOSTON PROMOTER SWALLOWS 
HIS MISLEADING PROSPEC- 
TUS OF THE BONNABEL 
REFINING COMPANY. 

Late in September a Beaumort oil 
operator received from the American 
Promoting and Trustee Company at 
21 Doane street, Boston, a prospectus 
setting forth the value, as an invest- 
ment, of the stock of the Bonnabel Re- 
fining Company of New Hampshire. 

On the first page of the prospectus 
it was stated that the Boston concern 
offered $200,000 of Bonnabel stock, 
being one-third of the full capital. A 
picture of oil wells, a train of tank 
cars, the usual hills and other scenery 
embellished the cover, and below it 
was the statement: “Plant and prop- 
erty located at New Orleans, La.” 

Diligent inquiry in New Orleans 
failed to disclose the presence of any 
refinery plant or property known as 
the Bonnabel. 

The second and third pages of the 
prospectus revealed the true genius of 
the word artist who prepared it. Here 
are a few choice lines: 


The business of the Bonnabel Refin- 
ing Company is to treat and refine pe- 
troleum pumped and produced from 
the property of the company at the 
refinery, where oil has been found 
in commercial quantities upon valu- 
able real estate holdings near the city 
of New Orleans. 

The plant now under construction 
lies within four miles of the center of 
New Orleans on the Mississippi River. 
The plant covers ten acres, and all of 
the floor space is to be fully equipped 
with the latest improved machinery 
and implements for the refining and 
handling of oils, and by using its own 
product the company will not be de- 
pendent upon outside sources for its 
raw material; nevertheless, for miles 
around in every direction wells are 
being sunk, the product of which will 
necessarily come to the company’s re- 
finery. . 

The factory, including a sulphuric 
acid and soda plant, will be equipped 
with its own electric light, power and 
artesian wells, and will absolutely own 
and controi everything of importance 
pertaining to the manufacture and han- 
dling of oils. 

The oil found on the company's hold- 
ings, which will be pumped directly 
into receiving tanks, is of a good 





ADVERTISEMENT 


ADVERTISEMENT 





THE G. E. STRONG COMPANY 


BUSINESS 





OLD PHONE 121 
P, O. BOX 1026 


COMMISSION 


Crude Petroleum, Certificate or Credit Balance 


ROOM 211 WIESS BLDG, 


BROKERS 


SOLICITED 





BEAUMONT, TEX, 














NOTICE. 


To the Creditors of the Citizens National Bank. Beaumont, Texas. 


A second dividend of 25 per cent has been declared, payable 
about November 20th, 1904. When this dividend is ready ‘for 
payment a notice will be mailed to all parties holding claims. 


Cc. L. Williams, Receiver. 








Receipts—70 bbls. gasolene, 8 cents 
per gal., $280; 320 illuminating oil, 6 
cents, $960; 210 red engine oil, 9 cents, 
$990; 1580 gas oil, 4 cents, $360; 120 
eylinder oil, 15 cents, $900; 80 black 
oil and residue, 2 cents, $80; 20 loss. 
Total, $3,570. 

Expenses—Value of crude oil, 
$1,000; cost of chemicals, $240; daily 
pay roll, $94; fuel and other expenses, 
$560. Total, $1,894. Net profit per day, 
$1,676. 

In this line of business it is also 
possible to contract for the entire out- 
put at prices that will enable the com- 
pany to guarantee at least 20 per cent 
per annum and, as there is a constant 
demand for refined oil from every 
quarter of the world, there will be no 


trouble to find a market to consume | 


the product greater than the capacity 
of the present plant. 


The Bonnabel Refining Company has 
determined to start with ample capital. 
It enters the field, a $600,000 corpora- 
tion, and it has not spared funds to 
produce the best of brains, added to a 
long line of the latest business meth- 
ods in the refining of oil, and this 
makes the undertaking absolutely an 
affair of merit. 


Remember, oil will always be in de- 
mand, it will always yield its fixed 


quality, worth about 90 cents per bar- | profitable price, and it will make divi- 
rel, and is produced at a cost of less|dends to the holders of shares in the |tion wells are being sunk, the product 


than 20 cents per barrel. 
pacity of the refinery will be one thou- 
sand barrels a day. 


sold to the consumer direct, saving |this company must yield 


The ca-|Bonnabel Refining Company as sure 
‘and steady as the progression of time. 


The oil can be| Money invested today in the stock of 


ultimately 


stock now offered for sale. 

After making a careful investigation 
into the merits of this enterprise, we 
take pleasure in recommending this 
stock to our clients and the public 
generally, and now offer for subscrip- 
tion 2,000 shares, one-third of the capk 
tal stock, at $75 per share, par value 
$100. 

The Bonnabel Refining Company, or- 
ganized under the laws of the State 
of New Hampshire, has an authorized 
capital of $600,000, and a copy of the 
charter, with other literature, will be 
mailed upon application to the fiscal 
agents of the company, 
AMERICAN PROMOTING AND 

TRUSTEE COMPANY, 

21 Doane Street, Boston, Mass. 

The first paragraph of the body of 
ithe prospectus was enough to stamp 
the scheme as a fake in the eyes of 
the operator who received it. The oil 
that “has been found in commercial 
quantities upon valuable real estate 
holdings near the city of New Orleans” 
if it was found at all, must have been 
the waste from a kerosene delivery 
wagon. 

The second paragraph indicates that 
ithe company is building a big plant, 


‘and “for miles around in every direc- 








of which will necessarily come to the 


| company’s refinery.” How many “miles 
jaround’? Anse la Butte, 145 miles 


the middle man’s profi, leaving a hand- | profits as great proportionately as the west, or Jennings, 190 miles west of 


some return to the company. 
readily be seen that the company can 
meet the prices of the Standard Oil 
Company, and still leave a satisfactory 
margin of profit, and it is a well-known 
fact that the profit that can be accu- 
mulated by those engaged in the oil 
refining industry is far in excess of 
any other. 

The following is an estimate of the 
expenses anu profits of this plant, 
daily capacity 1,000 bbls., containing 50 
Zallons each: 





ors: with this difference, however, that 
no amount of booming or depression 
can ever affect the price of the oil 
product sufficiently to make its pro- 


iduction unprofitable or to render its 


use less common than it is at present. 
Safety, profit, satisfaction, is what 
we guarantee to our clients who will 
associate themselves with the present 
stockholders (whose names will 
given if desired) of the Bonnabel Re- 
fining Company, and subscribed to the 


It can | copper shares did to its early invest-| ., 


|New Orleans? 

| Farther down, in the fourth para- 
graph, the promoter discovers oil on 
_the “company’s holdings.” What hold- 
\ings? Did the head promoter find oil 
‘on his pants, after an automobile ride, 
}and was that the basis for a $600,000 
| company? 

| The estimate of profits is a dream. 
‘The assurance of dividends is strong 
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enough to satisfy the most timid in- 
vestor. 

For the purpose of obtaining addi- 
tional information the gentleman who 
received the prospectus sent the fol- 
lowing letter on September 27: 


American Promoting and Trustee Co., 

21 Doane St., Boston, Mass.: 

Dear Sirs—I have received your cir- 
cular regarding the Bonnabel Refining 
Company and am interested in the 
statements therein contained. I shall 
appreciate it if you will send me any 
further literature you may have con- 
cerning the company and its property. 
I am operating in the Texas oil fields 
and have some spare capital to invest 
in a good, strong refinery proposition. 
If your Bonnabel Company is all that 
you represent it, and if you can give 
me additional facts concerning it I may 
be in a position to put in from $5,000 
to $10,000. 

What capacity are your wells on 
the New Orleans property and where 
are they located? 

Please let me hear from you at your 
earliest convenience. Yours very truly, 





The foregoing letter brought forth 
the following reply, dated at Boston, 
October 8: 

Mr. 





Beaumont, Tex.: 
Dear Sir—We beg to acknowledge 
receipt of your favor of September 
27, in reference to making an invest- 


ment in the Bonnabel Refining Co. | 


which literature we sent you some 
time ago, and in reply to your inquiry 
we are obliged to state that owing to 
the entanglements which surround the 
company at this time we cannot rec- 
ommend your making such an invest- 
ment and as the matters stand at pres- 
ent, we have called in all our subscrip- 
tions, holding them in escrow pending 
further developments. 

We might state further that we have 
been grossly deceived by one of the 
officers of the corporation, and it ap- 
pears to be quite impossible to proceed 
with the proposition in the near future. 

Regretting that our prospectus has 
been misleading to our clients, and 
assuring you and others of our good 
intentions, we beg to remain, 

Yours truly, 
AMERICAN PROMOTING 

TRUSTEE Co., 

J. Whitney Beals, Jr., 
Secretary and Treasury. 

If the American Promoting and 
Trustee Company desires to continue 
in business it would be the part of 
wisdom to take the subscriptions to 
Bannabel stock out of escrow and send 
the money back at once to those who 


were foolish enough to bite at the 
scheme. 


AND 


The statements made by Mr. Beals 
do not jibe with his own circular, sent 
out with the prospectus, in which he 
Says: 


“We have endeavored to surround 
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Pierce Oil Co. 





lourselves with keen, wide-awake men, 


] s 
jwho are thoroughly conversant with 


jthe various opportunities which offer 
i 


themselves to the investor. Our con- 
sulting engineers are honest, capable 
and conservative, and our indorse- 
ments as to the value of various prop- 
erties and securities will only be given 
after a thorough examination and care- 
ful consideration for the interests of 
all our clients.” 


Mr. Beals’ “consulting engineers” 


must have been off on vacation when 


he took hold of the Bonnabel scheme. 

In another part of the same circu- 
lar occurs this essay on the merits of 
the prospectus in inducing investors 
to part with their money: 


All corporations seeking to interest 
outside capital in the affairs of a com- 
pany should prepare a pamphlet (or- 
dinarily termed a prospectus) descrip- 
tive of the opportunities offered by the 
enterprise, and containing such infor- 


mation as an investor would probably 
wish to know. 


An effective prospectus is a power- 
ful factor in influencing investments. 


The man therefore to whom is en- 
trusted the task of preparing a finan- 
cial prospectus has a work of vital 
importance to perform. On his faculty 
to breathe into its pages the conserva- 
tism that will create confidence, the 
enthusiasm that will inspire action, 
hinges in large measure the actual suc- 
cess or failure of the corporation he 
represents. 

Prospectus writing presents difficul- 
ties of no ordinary character. Skill 
of the highest order is required to 
make cold type reflect all that the writ- 
er believes and hopes. Assuming that 























you possess the ability to judge be- 
tween the true and the false, assum- 
ing that you are thoroughly convinced 
of the bona fideness of the enterprise, 
of its large earning capacity, of the 
character and ability of its officers, then 
the facts that have convinced you of 
these truths will convince others, if, 
through paper and type, you can un- 
fold them in the same logical order 
and in the same sequence by which 
you yourself were convinced. 

Was it Mr. Beals’ genius which in- 
spired the Bonnabel prospectus’? If 
so, that is one instance where he “fell 
down” pretty miserably. Such work 
may do in the East, but it won't go in 


| Texas. 





The property of the Greater New 
York Home Oil Company, one of the 
mushroom bubbles which was turned 


loose on the public when Spindletop 
stock companies were in fashion, was 
sold at auction in Newark, N. J., on 
October 3 for $200. The company had 
an authorized capital of $2,000,000 and 
sold stock at $1 a share. It paid 4 
dividend or two, and then began to 
fizzle out. The purchasers were Henry 
Diers and William Popelhaum of 
Brooklyn, N. Y. The company owned 
some unproductive property on Spin- 
dletop and in California. 





At Lufkin, 100 miles north of Beau- 
mont, encouraging indications have 
been found at 400 feet in the well be- 
ing drilled by Paulhamus and others. 
This territory and Humble are being 
closely watched by operators. 
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DEMOCRATIC TICKET. 





National. 


President: 
ALTON B. PARKER. 


Vice-President: 
HENRY G. DAVIS. 
State and District. 

Congress: 

M. L. BROOCKS. 


Governor: 
SW: FT. 


Lieutenant-Governor: 
GEO. D. NEAL. 
Comptroller: 
JOHN W. STEPHENS. 
State Treasurer: 
JOHN W. ROBBINS. 
Com. Gen’! Land Office: 
J. J. TERRELL. 
Attorney General: 
R. V. DAVIDSON. 
Supt. Public Instruction: 
R. B. COUSINS. 
Railroad Commissioner: 
ALLISON MAYFIELD. 
Associate Jus. Supreme Court: 
T. J. BROWN. 
Judge Court Criminal Appeals: 
M. M, BROOKS. 


LANHAM. 


Associate Jus. Ct. Civil Appeals: 


R. A. PLEASANTS. 
Representative: 
WALTER A. MYRICK. 
District Judge: 
L. B. HIGHTOWER, Jr. 
County Judge: 
D. P. WHEAT. 
County Attorney: 
Cc. W. HOWTH. 
District Clerk: 
B. BOYKIN, Sr. 
County Clerk: 
HAL G. LAND. 
Sheriff: 
RAS LANDRY. 
Tax Collector: 
R. D. KENT. 
Tax Assessor: 
S. W. PIPKIN. 
County Treasurer: 
JACK COWARD. 
County Surveyor: 
GUS FALKENBERG. 
Co. Supt. Public Instruction: 
M. L. MOODY. 
Justice of the Peace: 
H. E. SHOWERS. 
SAM HOLMES. 
Commissioner: 
MALLY EASTMAN. 
Constable: 
G. P. HOLDER. 








ADVERTISEMENT 


VALVE-OLEINE 


676 DEGREES FIRE TEST. 


ASTER MECHANICS. PURCHAS- 

* INGAGENTS and PRACTICAL 
BUILDERS of costly steam plants and 
locomotives, ete., will be pleased to 
know that a Lubricant is now prodaced 
Of such extraordinary high fire test as 
to make it | pee against the great heat 
to which it is subjected, and, therefore. 
a perfect Lubricant, where products of 
lower grade and fire test. pass off at 
once, leaving the parts subject to wear, 
or greatly increasing the consumption. 
VALVE -OLEINE is a product in the 


highest state of filtration, is of the 
greatest viscosity. isentirely free from 


now on the market, and will 
natural'y lubricate 200 to 30 per cent. 
more than products of lower test. It is 
not only the best, but the most econo- 
mical Lubricant. 


exclusively by 
The Reliance Oil & Grease Co. 
CLEVELAND, O#10. 


Cable address “Oleine.” Cleveland, 9: 
Private Code. Lieber’s and A. B. C., 
4th Edition. 


Si wanted everywhere. Write 
for full particulars and our new catal- 
ogue of large line of products. Sample 
free. Send 2-cent stamp for “Gems of 
Art.” Free on application from ma- 
chinery users. 





THE 
Petroleum World 


Edited by J. D. Henry. 


The Largest Journal of the kind 
ia the World. 


FEATURES— 


Careful arrangement of the 

News. Accuracy and full- 

ness of Information. Inde- 

pendence of tone and policy. 

PUBLISHED AT 43ST. MARX AXE 
London, E. C. 


Subscription Eight Shillings (@) per 
year (post free) anywhere 


FUEL OIL 
Higgins Oil & Fuel Co, 


BEAUMONT, TEXAS 


Producers and Shippers of Crude 
Petroleum 


from Soar Lake and Beawmoat. 


Unexcelled facilities for prompt deliv- 
erle~ by rall or water. e also solicit 
Towing on the Gulf for our new Tugs, 
“Gilbert ’ and “Higgins.”” Correspon- 
dence solicited. 

















R-I-P-A-N-S Tabules 
Doctors find 
A good prescription 
For mankind 
The 5-cent packet is enough for usual occa- 


sions. The family bottle (60 cents) containsa 
sUpply forayear. Alld 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Glely 


MOUNTAIN 
ROUTE 


THE DIRECT LINE 


TO ALL POINTS 


NORTH and EAST 


MEMPHIS 


ST. LOUIS 
The World's Fair City 


PULLMAN SLEEPING CARS. 
DINING CARS, MEALS A LA CARTE, 
FREE RECLINING CHAIR CARS. 











For maps, time tables, etc., address searest 
agent Iron Mountain Route, or 
H. C. TOWNSEND, 
GENERAL PASSENGER anv TICKET AGENT, 
ST. Louis. 




















——GET TO—— 
ST. LOUIS 
IN THE MORNING 


——~ THE 


Santa Fe} 


} 


/ 





ST. LOUIS LIMITED 


Reaches the World's Fair City 
at 7:20 a. m., 





FOUR CLASSES OF RATES FROM BEAU- 
MONT ARE ON SALE 


A--$36.40, Season Ticket--On sale Ap- 
ril 15th to Nov. 15th; ilmit to retarn 
Dec. 15th. 

B--$30.35, Sixty-Day Excursiea--Tic- 
kets on sale April 25th to Nov. 20th; 
limit to return within 60 days, but not 
later than Dec. 15th. 

C-- 324.75, Fitteen-Day Excarsiea-Tic- 
kets on sale April 27th to Nov. 30th; 
limit to return within 15 days from 
gate of sale, but not later than Dec. 

th. 


D--$15.95, Coach Rate--Limit to seven 
days for return. 
On sale May 17th and 3ist only. 


For full particulars. call or address 
M. B.MUXEN, C. P. A. 
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! 
FIRES IN THE BATSON OIL FIELD. | 


Fire did sapeldernbie damage in| 
Acres 1 and 3 of the Batson field on | 
Sunday, October 2. The losses are re- | 
ported as follows: 

Margaret Helen Oil Company, two 
standard rigs, two 1,200-barrel tanks, 
$4,000. 

Simms & Farish, one boiler, three 
standard rigs, two 1,200-barrel tanks, 
$5,000. 

Batson Company, one standard rig, | 
$1,000. 

Alert Oil Company, one drilling rig | 
and one jack, $2,000. 

Barkley & Allison, one standard rig, 
one drilling rig, one steam head, one 
hoisting engine, two derricks, two 600- | 
barrel tanks, $5,600. | 

Crown Oil Company, one double | 
walking beam, three steam heads, one 
jack, four derricks, four 1,200-barrel | 
tanks, one drilling rig, $9,000. 

George Carden, two steam heads, 
two derricks, two 250-barrel tanks, one 
hoisting engine, $2,550. 

Heywood Oil Company, two standard 
rigs, two $1,200-barrel tanks, two 600- 
barrel tanks, one steam head, one der- 
rick, $4,600. 

Little & Mitchell, one derrick, one} 
steam head, $800. 

Paraffine Oil Company, one bob- | 
tailed rig, $500. 

J. M. Guffe 


“tes wan cman ¢ THE PETROLEUM GAZETTE 


On Thursday, October 6, another fire 
occurred at Batson, resulting in the) 
destruction of five small tanks, one 
belonging to the Batson Company and 
the others te the Lauderdale Oil Com- 
pany. The loss is put at $2,000. 





Crude oil from the Henrietta field in | 
Clay County, North Texas, is being) 
refined at the plant of the United Oil| 
and Refining Company, east of Spin-' 
dietop. Beaumont interests, notably | 
the Higgins Oil and Fue! Company, are 
taking a prominent part in the devel- 
opment of the Clay County territory. 
The oil is light and yields a large per- 
centage of illuminants. 





The Houston Post of October 7 print- 
ed on its first page under a glaring 
headline the report of a “new oil 
field” at Wilburton, Tex., Twenty-eight 
miles from Houston, on the L. & G 
Railroad. So far the Post has the 
field to itself, for it stands as the lone 


and only Columbus who has been able 
to find the oil. 


« a”. 


Land sales have been checked to 
some extent at Humble by the filing 
of suits and counter suits involving 
title to the prospective oil field The 


expected gusher has not yet been de- 
veloped. 


SPEEEEEEEEE EEE EEE 


| ization last fall. 


ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT 





World’s Fair Way 


TO THE 


St. Louis 
Exposition 














VIA THE 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC 


Via NEW ORLEANS 


STOP-OVER ALLOWED AT NEW 
ORLEANS 


Through Sleeper. Quick connec aie via New Orleans 
{ 

i 

| 


Ly. Beaumont 10:50 
Ar. New Orleans & 35 
Ly. New Orleans LJ. C.) 9:15 
Ar. St. Louis 7 0s 


Leave Beaumont on Sunset 

Limited at 9% a.m 
Ar. New Orleans 6: % p m. 
Lv. New Orleans 8:15 p.m 
Ar. St. Louls 618 p. m. 





The Southern Pacific is the Open Window Reuie 
Oil Burning Locomotives No Smoke - No Dust - Ne Cinders 
A. R. Atkinson, D. P. A. Beaumont. J. E. Munroe, C. P. & T. A 
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Printing ané Mailing Plant, Titusville, Pa. 


PITTSBURG, PA. 


A menthly review of oii davihenesetial' ant wade movements throughout the 
world. Conditions discussed from an independent standpoint. 


PTT Tr ee ehh 


Established 1897 " Suseienaioel Circulation 


Subscriptions, $1.00 Per Year. 
Advertising Rates on Application. 
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HEYWOOD OIL CO. 


OF BEAUMONT 


Producers and Shippers of Fuel Oil 


SEAUMONT SOUR LAKE BaTSonr 
OFFICE: BEAUMONT, TEXAS 


Free Specimen Copies. 
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J. W. Sloan, formerly field superin- | 
tendent for the Texas Company, is in | 
Beaumont. He is operating at Cleve- | 


land, Okla., where the interests which | 


he represents recently brought in a) 
good well. The oil is shipped over | 
the M., K. & T. Railroad to the pipe | 
line and eventually finds its way to! 
the refinery at Neodesha, Kan. 














‘on the 3ist of this month since the 
ne | Paraffine Company brought in its first 





. Ww ; 
The Southern Pacific is taking all on ot Betece. 
the oil produced at Welsh, La., at the | 
wells at 50 cents a barrel. The fleld | The Producers-Latreille No. 2 at Jen- 


is making from 300 to 400 barrels a | nings, drilled on the east border of the 
day. 


| Latreille 200 acres, developed into 4 
| salt water well. 


The Paraffine Oil Cebisade: operat- 
ing at Batson, paid a 500 per cent 
dividend on October 5, 
50,000. 


Receiver C. “ w tiltemn, of the Citl- 
zens National Bank, Beaumont, an- 
nounces a 25 per cent dividend, pay- 
able about November 20. He paid 50 
per cent last March. 


amounting to 
This makes 2,500 per cent 


paid by this company since its organ- 





It will be one year 
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ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT 


Orient BucKboard 


WITH TWO SPEED 


2 
ra 
3 age 


A little machine that has in one year gained a reputation bounded 





only by the limits of the earth. 








. 
PRICE, $425 
4H. P. Weight, 500 tbs. 
Write for Handsome New Catalogue. 
WALTHAM MANUFACTURING CO. 
: WALTHAM, MASS. 
j (When Writing to Advertisers Please Mention this Paper.) 


WHITE BICYCLE CO., Local Agents, Pearl Street, Beaumont, Texzas. 
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PETROLEUM PRODUCTS 








KEROSENE 
GAS OIL 
. ie GASOLINE 
ae LUBRICATING OILS 
' tae ASPHALTUM 
; ae FUEL OIL 


1 |GULF_ REFINING CO. 


PORT ARTHUR, TEXAS. 
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‘i | UNITED OIL & REFINING CO. 


B if PRODUCERS AND DEALERS IN 


FUEL OIL 


OFFICES: * * 


N York 
pes Manufacturers of High Grade 

= | Beaumont . F 
a | Ne Ona Red Engine and Pale Oils 
. fae é 

|i Loe For Foreign and Domestic Trade 

- & | Memphis 

Birmingham 
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E. A. STERLING & COMPANY, incorporated. 


| ) WE WILL buy or sell Fuel Oil in any line; buy or sell tank cars; buy or sell oil wells that have been 
i | abandoned; buy or sell second-hand Oil Well machinery, Rigs, etc. 
ae at 


We operate our own 
line of cars. LIST YOUR STUFF WITH US. BOTH PHONES 65. BEAUMONT, TEXAS. 























